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FIRST MEETING OF THE LIAISON OFFICER NETWORK FOR THE PROTECTION OF MIGRANT BOYS, GIRLS AND ADOLESCENTS
REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE LIAISON OFFICER NETWORK FOR THE PROTECTION OF MIGRANT BOYS, GIRLS AND ADOLESCENTS
Tegucigalpa, Honduras
16-17 March, 2017
The Liaison Officers Network for the Protection of Migrant Boys, Girls and Adolescents held its first meeting on 16-17 March, 2017, in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, as agreed during the XXI Vice-Ministerial Meeting held in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, November 2016. The following countries participated in this first meeting of the Network: Canada, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and the United States. 
The main objective of this meeting was to agree on a set of actions in order to ensure the protection of human rights, particularly those of girls, boys and adolescents in the countries of origin, transit, destination and return through the identification and development of concrete measures within the framework of a work plan of this Network; as well as ensuring consular protection by promoting actions for the protection of migrant girls, boys and adolescents. 
The Network submits the following report for the consideration of the Regional Consultation Group on Migration (RCGM): 
1. To thank the delegations of Canada, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua and Panama for their presentations on new efforts and best practices related to the protection of migrant girls, boys and adolescents.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]To thank the Vice-President of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, Mr. Pablo Ceriani, for his virtual presentation on the Joint General Comment on Migrant Children. In particular, to take note of the works towards developing regional consultations and the proposal to develop one of these consultations in the framework of the RCM.

3. To take note of the proposed actions for the Work Plan of the Liaison Officers Network for the Protection of Migrant Boys, Girls and Adolescents presented by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the Regional Network of Civil Society Organizations for Migration (RNCOM), the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF).

4. To thank the active participation of the delegations in the work groups organized in the framework of this meeting in order to prepare the Work Plan of the Liaison Officers Network for the Protection of Migrant Boys, Girls and Adolescents. These work groups were focused on the areas of prevention of irregular migration, consular protection, reception and psychosocial assistance, integration and reintegration and cooperation initiatives (in places of origin, transit, destination and return).

5. To take note of the outcomes of the work groups organized for this meeting, which objective was to develop a Work Plan for the Liaison Officers Network for the Protection of Migrant Boys, Girls and Adolescents.

6. To instruct the Presidency Pro-Témpore and the Technical Secretariat to systematize the proposed Work Plan of the Network, based on the consolidation of the results of the working groups. This draft will be sent for the consideration of the Focal Points of the Member Countries of the RCM with the purpose that it be discussed and approved during the next meeting of the Regional Migration Consultation Group on Migration (RCGM). The following work schedule was established to coordinate the preparation of the draft: submission of the first draft on March 24; Receipt of inputs from the countries on March 31; Submission by the TS of the revised document to the countries on 5 April; Virtual meeting for revision of the draft on April 6.

7. To welcome UNHCR’s proposal to support holding a training for the Network officials one day before the next meeting of the RCGM, particularly focused on determining the best interest of the child in cases of sexual and gender-based violence affecting migrant girls and adolescents with international protection needs. The importance of inviting the state entities involved in the protection of women from the Member Countries is raised.

8. To request Member Countries to submit to the TS the contact information of officials attending this Network in order to coordinate the corresponding topics.

9. Welcome the information provided by Mexico regarding the decision of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to authorize resources for training interested RCM countries on the protocol for the consular assistance of unaccompanied girls, boys and adolescents, developed by UNICEF Mexico in 2015.

10. To request IOM the publication of the “Regional Guidelines for the Comprehensive Protection of Boys, Girls and Adolescents in the Context of Migration” and welcome the offer made by IOM to hold specialized training processes, in the framework of the Network, including these guidelines and the Work Plan.

11. To request IOM to coordinate the systematization of the existing RCM tools related to migrant children and adolescents, including inputs of all sectors that participate in the Liaison Officers Network for the Protection of Migrant Boys, Girls and Adolescents.

12. To thank the organizations that supported holding this first meeting of the Liaison Officers Network for the Protection of Migrant Boys, Girls and Adolescents: ICRC, ILO, IOM, UNHCR, UNICEF, RNCOM and Save the Children.

13. To thank the people and the government of Honduras for hosting the first meeting of the Liaison Officers Network for the Protection of Migrant Boys, Girls and Adolescents.
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